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2018 Salings Neighbourhood Plan

0. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

0.1 Background to the studyBackground to the study

0.1.1 The Salings has a strongly undeveloped rural character, with some areas of considerable time 
depth; historic field patterns and enclosed meadow pastures. There is an extensive network 
of narrow, winding lanes, ancient byways and footpaths with mature trees and hedgerows 
which all provide a strong sense of historic continuity, cultural value and visual amenity. 
The vast majority of the land is productive agricultural farmland within a gently undulating 
landscape with some attractive panoramic views across the countryside as well as more 
intimate, enclosed views within the valleys. Medium to large fields are divided by hedgerows 
and there are some areas of ancient woodland copse and mature woodland blocks.

0.1.2 The rural landscape of the parishes provides the setting for the nucleated village of Great 
Saling and its two Registered Parks and Gardens within the Conservation Area; the more 
linear settlement of Bardfield Saling; and over 60 Listed Buildings including the The Church 
of St James in Great Saling and The Church of St Peter and St Paul at Bardfield Saling which 
are a feature of many views. The historic settlement pattern survives well with greens, halls, 
moats, farms and manors dispersed throughout the landscape. The landscape’s biodiversity 
and agricultural values also contribute towards its special qualities.

0.1.3 Although locally generated development pressure is relatively small compared to other parts 
of the District, the emerging Braintree and Uttlesford Draft Local Plans propose a West 
of Braintree Garden Community. The broad area of search for the proposed development 
lies within the Parishes of Stebbing (Uttlesford), The Salings and Rayne. The proposed 
development has the potential to deliver up to 10000 homes within the districts, comprising 
a total of 2500 new homes within the plan period to 2033, of which 970 will be in the parish 
of Stebbing. The scale of the development has the potential to have a major impact on the 
rural character of The Salings and adversely affect the setting of Great Saling Conservation 
Area and its two registered parks and gardens.

0.1.4 In January 2018, The Salings Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group commissioned Liz Lake 
Associates to undertake a locally based Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) and 
Landscape Sensitivity Assessment, of the landscape of the two parishes, referred to as The 
Salings, which forms the project area for the Neighbourhood Plan. The study will provide a 
clear and concise evaluation of various parcels of land to determine their overall landscape 
sensitivity. The results of this assessment are to form part of the evidence base that The 
Salings will use when compiling its Joint Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

0.1.5 A combination of desk top study, fieldwork and stakeholder consultation was used to identify 
ancient field patterns and parcels of land with common characteristics, known as Local 
Parish Landscape Character Areas (LPLCA) within the identified study area of The Salings.  
A range of landscape character and visual amenity criteria were identified and assessed in 
order to evaluate the overall sensitivity of the landscape parcel by parcel. Each parcel was 
rated as having low, medium or high overall landscape sensitivity based on the criteria set out 
in Section 3 – Methodology for the Study.

0.1.6 This study has considered only criteria relating to landscape character and visual amenity. 
It takes into account the locations of ecological, heritage and recreational assets in the 
parishes but does not include detailed studies of these topics. 

0.1.7 The Landscape Character Assessment found that there are 16 Local Parish Landscape 
Character Areas with common characteristics within The Salings. The areas are broadly 

defined as being plateau or valley landscapes due to the topographical differences within the 
project area. For practical purposes, boundaries were aligned where possible on landscape 
features or elements that could be identified on the ground. Analysis was typically at the field 
level grain/scale, with some aggregation of field and landscape units where appropriate.

0.1.8 A description of the key landscape and visual characteristics were provided for each LPLCA and 
key landscape planning and management issues were identified. For each area ‘Suggested 
landscape planning guidelines’ and ‘Suggested land management guidelines’ are provided. 
These are presented in Appendix A.

0.1.9 The evaluation of the landscape and visual factors which were analysed for each parcel 
revealed that LPLCA 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 have a High overall landscape 
sensitivity; LPLCA 1, 2, and 3 were identified as having a Medium overall landscape sensitivity; 
and LPLCA 4 is the only area with The Salings with a Low overall landscape sensitivity. The 
proposed landscape strategy objective for areas of High sensitivity is to Conserve; Medium 
sensitivity is to Enhance; and Low sensitivity is to Restore. 

0.1.10 Landscape planning issues within The Salings point to three main types of development 
pressure: development within the defined village envelope of Great Saling (Policy RLP2); 
within hamlets and previously developed sites such as farm buildings in the countryside 
(outside of the defined village envelope) where there is a presumption against development 
(Policy CS5); and within the proposed West of Braintree Garden Community. A summary of 
general landscape planning guidelines for these different types of potential development are 
provided in Section 8.

0.1.11 In view of the potential impact of the proposed West of Braintree Garden Community, an 
analysis of the Local Parish Landscape Character Areas within the Council’s defined areas of 
search was undertaken. This revealed that 
A. New development in LPLCA’s 5, 6, 7 and 8 which have a High overall landscape 

sensitivity and important features to conserve and protect would not be appropriate;
B. In LPLCA’s 1, 2 and 3 which have a Medium overall sensitivity and the potential for 

landscape enhancement, there could be opportunities for some development which 
respects the local character and provides wider landscape benefits; and

C. In LPLCA 4 – Andrewsfield, the only LPLCA in The Salings with a Low overall sensitivity, 
if the existing airfield were to close, new development on the boundaries of the Parish 
could provide an opportunity to restore the historic landscape features lost when the 
airfield was built and provide a strong green infrastructure of woodland, hedgerows 
and wildlife areas with new recreation and ecological benefits.

0.1.12 An additional analysis of the parkland landscape of Saling Grove to determine the visual extent 
of views along the principal vista to the south from Saling Grove to the wider countryside, 
identified that the extent of the ‘borrowed’ landscape in views to the south reached to Rumley 
Wood outside of the parish.

0.1.13 In conclusion, the landscape and visual character of The Salings has been assessed to have 
a High overall landscape sensitivity in most areas where a policy of conserving and protecting 
the rural and undeveloped character of the landscape is required.

0.1.14 With regard to the proposed West of Braintree Garden Community, LPLCA areas 5, 6, 7 and 8 
should be conserved as existing to protect the setting and views to Great Saling Conservation 
Area and its heritage assets. The key view from Saling Grove towards Rumley Wood should 
be maintained within green infrastructure.  In LPLCA 4, every opportunity should be taken 
to restore and replace landscape features and field patterns lost as a result of the wartime 
emergency development of Andrewsfield Airfield.

0. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



View from Newpasture Lane looking north west
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to the study

1.1.1 Great Saling and Bardfield Saling are civil parishes situated in the Braintree district of Essex. 
They lie to the north west of Braintree and include the villages of Great Saling, Bardfield 
Saling and the hamlet of Blake End to the south. The two small rural parishes are working 
together on a joint Neighbourhood plan for The Salings.

1.1.2 The Salings has a strongly undeveloped rural character, with some areas of considerable time-
depth; historic field patterns and enclosed meadow pastures along the river valleys. There 
is an extensive network of winding lanes, ancient byways and paths with mature trees and 
hedgerows which all provide a strong sense of historic continuity, integrity and cultural value. 
The vast majority of the land is productive agricultural farmland which provides the setting for 
Great Saling and Bardfield Saling. The landscape is typically flat and open in character with 
medium to large fields divided by hedgerows and some areas of woodland copse and mature 
woodland blocks, which together with Pods Brook and Pods Lane are the areas of highest 
ecological value.

1.1.3 Policy SP10 of the emerging Braintree New Local Plan Consultation draft proposes a West 
of Braintree New Garden Community, which is a new settlement to the west of Braintree 
incorporating provision of around 2,500 homes within the Plan period. The broad area of 
search for the proposed development is largely within the parishes of Great Saling and Rayne 
with 970 planned within the parish of Stebbing (Uttlesford District)). As such, it has the 
potential to have a major impact on the rural character of the area and adversely affect the 
setting of Great Saling Conservation Area, and its two Registered Parks and Gardens. 

1.1.4 Outside of the proposed West of Braintree Garden Community, development in The Salings 
is restricted by Braintree’s Core Strategy policy framework with development limited to within 
the defined village envelope of Great Saling, and a general policy against development in the 
hamlets and the countryside.

1.1.5 In January 2018, The Salings Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group commissioned Liz Lake 
Associates to undertake a locally based Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) and 
landscape sensitivity assessment, of the landscape of the two parishes, referred to as The 
Salings, which forms the project area for the Neighbourhood Plan. The boundaries of the 
study area are contiguous with the parish boundaries and are shown on Figure 1 - Project 
Area.

1.2 Objectives of the study

1.2.1 The assessment draws on the existing published landscape character assessment for 
Braintree District Council and on the Braintree Historic Landscape Characterisation Project 
(see sections below for further detail). Both documents are essential parts of the existing, 
adopted local planning policy and have therefore been important in the development of this 
parish based study which seeks, where relevant, to further sub-divide the area into a finer 
grain of characterisation.

1.2.2 The study will provide a clear and concise evaluation of various discrete geographical areas/
parcels of land which have a recognisable pattern of elements that occur consistently 
throughout the area. The landscape’s biodiversity and agricultural values which contribute 
towards its special qualities will also be identified. These parish level landscape character 
areas will be analysed to determine their overall sensitivity.

1.2.3 The results of this assessment are to form part of the evidence base that Great Saling and 
Bardfield Saling Parish Councils will use when compiling its Joint Neighbourhood Development 
Plan. The study is intended to assist the Parish Councils in making informed decisions as to 
whether any future development(s) can be appropriately absorbed into the landscape of the 
Salings, and, if so, where, at what scale and with what associated mitigation measures, to 
ensure that no unacceptable effects on the landscape result and its special qualities are 
maintained and where possible, enhanced.

1.3 Approach and Methodology Overview

1.3.1 This study has been undertaken in line with the Natural England’s best practice guidelines 
along with a focus on the experiences and perception of the local residents of their landscape 
and surroundings. A review of the elements that make up the character i.e. the physical 
nature of the landscape and its land use, the experience of living or working within the area 
or driving or walking around it has been considered. Important views, valued walks, local 
landmarks etc have all been assessed and the findings have been used to develop the 
landscape character areas.

1.3.2 The study takes into account the locations of ecological, heritage and recreational assets in 
the Parishes but does not include detailed studies of these topics. A review of the existing 
Landscape Character Assessments and historic settlement character was undertaken as well 
as a an assessment of landscape change using historic maps. A combination of desktop 
study, fieldwork and stakeholder consultation was used to identify parcels of land with 
common characteristics, hereafter referred to as Local Parish Landscape Character Areas 
(LPLCAs), within the identified study area of The Salings, as agreed with the Parish Councils. 

1.3.3 A range of landscape character and visual amenity criteria were identified and assessed, 
and key views into the villages from the surrounding countryside were identified, in order to 
evaluate the sensitivity of the landscape, parcel by parcel. Parcels were rated as having Low, 
Medium or High overall sensitivity, based on the criteria and assumptions set out in Section 
3 - Methodology for the study below. 

1.3.4 The site work was undertaken during the winter months when trees and hedges were not in 
leaf. Seasonal change will affect the appearance of much of the landscape, especially areas 
which are in arable production. The different annual and seasonal growing regimes result in 
an ever changing landscape ranging from ploughed fields, to colourful crops and the golden 
fields just prior to harvest.

1.3.5 This Assessment was carried out by Landscape Architects at Liz Lakes Associates between 
February and April 2018. 
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Scale: 1:25,000 @ A3
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1.4 Scope of the study 

1.4.1 This study considers only criteria relating to landscape character and visual amenity.  
Development in parcels may be unfeasible or undeliverable for other reasons beyond the 
scope of this study, for example, an inability to provide suitable access arrangements or due 
to the presence of ecologically important habitats. It is, therefore, recommended that this 
report is read in conjunction with reports by other disciplines, such as traffic management, 
hydrology, ecology and heritage. 

1.4.2 General issues relating to the landscape setting of heritage assets within The Salings 
landscape, including the Conservation Area, key listed buildings and the Registered Parks 
and Gardens are identified. However, issues relating to the potential consequences of 
development on the significance of heritage assets are not addressed.

1.4.3 The assessment does not respect land ownership boundaries and so takes no account of 
whether or not a landowner might wish to promote land for future development.

1.5 Local Planning Context

1.5.1 Braintree District Council is in the process of preparing a new Local Plan, which will eventually 
supersede its current Local Plan Review in its entirety. 

1.5.2 Braintree District Council, Colchester Borough Council, Tendring District Council and Essex 
County Councils have been working together on strategic cross boundary issues for North 
Essex. This has resulted in a strategic spatial strategy which is shared by the three planning 
authorities within their Local Plans and includes proposals for three new Garden Communities. 
The West of Braintree Garden Community straddles the District boundaries of Braintree and 
Uttlesford District Councils. 

1.5.3 The West of Braintree Garden Community would comprise 10,000 new dwellings, of which 
a minimum of 2500 homes would be built by 2033, with a range of local employment 
opportunities and services and facilities including schools, health, retail and leisure. 

1.5.4 The individual emerging policies for The West of Braintree Garden Community are contained 
in Policy SP10 for Braintree and Policy SP8 for Uttlesford. Given the scale of the West of 
Braintree New Garden Community, a more detailed assessment of the policy has been 
undertaken (Chapter 10 refers).

1.5.5 An examination into the soundness of the joint Councils Local Plans opened on 16th January 
2018 and an additional hearing session is to be held on 9th May 2018.

Braintree District Core Strategy LDF (Adopted 2011)

1.5.6 Current adopted planning policy in Braintree is made up of the Core Strategy Local 
Development Framework (LDF) which was adopted in September 2011 and a number of 
saved policies from the Adopted Local Plan Review (2005). 

1.5.7 The Core Strategy is the principal document which sets out the overall spatial vision and 
objectives, spatial strategy, core policies and how the strategy will be implemented and 
monitored. The spatial strategy, sets out a settlement hierarchy which defines the places 
in the District in order of size, function and importance. Great Saling is defined as an ‘other 
village’ that ‘currently has a development boundary, known as a village envelope’. The other 
villages in The Salings are defined as ‘countryside’ which are areas outside town development 

boundaries and village envelopes.

1.5.8 Proposed growth locations within the district are focused on Main Towns, Key Service Villages 
and Other Villages with open countryside between them being kept undeveloped. In terms of 
development within The Salings, the strategy proposes:

• ‘Limited development, which can be justified by local need, or to support local 
services, should be located in Great Saling. 

• Development will only be acceptable in hamlets and the countryside where it would 
have clear local economic benefits, support needed services and promote local 
environmental quality.’

1.5.9 The preferred overall Spatial Policy Statement for Braintree District for the period up to 2026 
is to:

• ‘preserve and enhance the character of the rural heartland of the Braintree District, 
its countryside and villages, by supporting development that is needed to make 
settlements and the rural economy more sustainable and protect and enhance the 
natural environment.

• concentrate the majority of new development and services in the Main Towns of 
Braintree, Witham and Halstead, at new Growth Locations at Braintree and Witham 
and in the Key Service Villages’.

1.5.10 The strategy sets out key objectives for development and growth in ‘Other Villages’ as follows:

• ‘Development within the Other Villages will be of a scale and type to cater for purely 
local needs of around 300 dwellings within development boundaries over the plan 
period to 2026.

• Developments which deliver affordable housing, appropriate local employment and 
improvements to local services may be appropriate subject to their local impacts.’

1.5.11 Key objectives for development in the Countryside are:

• Biodiversity and the special character and attractiveness of the countryside will be 
protected, preserved and enhanced.

• Development will be severely restricted, unless it is necessary to support traditional 
land based activities such as agriculture or forestry, or leisure and recreation based 
uses, which require a countryside location and which contribute to rural economies 
and/or promote recreation in or enjoyment of the countryside. Development should 
be well related to existing patterns of development and of a scale, siting and design 
sympathetic to the rural landscape character.

• Environmental enhancement initiatives, including broadening public access and 
protecting / improving biodiversity will be supported and encouraged.’

1.5.12 Core Policies of particular relevance to this study include:

• Policy CS 5 - The Countryside

“Development outside town development boundaries, village envelopes and industrial 
development limits will be strictly controlled to uses appropriate to the countryside, in order 
to protect and enhance the landscape character and biodiversity, geodiversity and amenity 
of the countryside.”

• Policy CS8 - Natural Environment and Biodiversity
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“To protect, restore and enhance the natural habitats, biodiversity, landscape character, 
amenity and environmental quality of the countryside and the open spaces and green 
corridors within towns and villages and improve ecological connectivity across the District.”

• Policy CS9 - Built and Historic Environment

“To preserve and enhance the historic character and locally distinctive identity of the District, 
to ensure that new development provides high quality, environmentally friendly design and to 
improve the public realm.”

Local Plan Review (2005)

1.5.13 Adopted policies, as described in the Local Plan Written Statement, of particular relevance 
to this landscape study are shown on Figure 2 - Braintree Local Plan Adopted Policies and 
include:

With regard to Housing

• Policy RLP 2 Town Development Boundaries and Village Envelopes

• Policy RLP 3 Development within Town Development Boundaries and Village 
Envelopes

With regard to Countryside, Nature Conservation and Landscape,the following policies are of 
relevance to this study:

• Policy RLP 80 Landscape Features and Habitats

• Policy RLP 81 Trees, Woodlands, Grasslands and Hedgerows

• Policy RLP 86 River Corridors

• Policy RLP 87 Protected Lanes

• Policy RLP 89 Agricultural Buildings

With regard to Design and Heritage, the following policies are of relevance to this study:

• Policy RLP 90 Layout and Design of Development

• Policy RLP 95 Preservation & Enhancement of Conservation Areas

• Policy RLP 96 Demolition in Conservation Areas

• Policy RLP 97 Changes of Use in Conservation Areas

• Policy RLP 98 Environmental Improvements in Conservation Areas

• Policy RLP 99 Demolition of Listed Buildings

• Policy RLP 100 Alterations and Extensions and Changes of Use to Listed Buildings, 
and their settings.

• Policy RLP 101 Listed Agricultural Buildings

• Policy RLP 102 Enabling Development (within the vicinity of a listed building)

• Policy RLP 103 Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest

Great Saling War Memorial with cottages to rear
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Figure 2
Braintree Local Plan Adopted Policies

Scale: 1:25,000 @ A3
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St Peter and St Paul Church, Bardfield Saling from the south west



2018 Salings Neighbourhood Plan

Landscape Assessment Study: The Salings Neighbourhood Plan 9

2. METHODOLOGY FOR THE STUDY

2.1 Relevant advisory publications 

2.1.1 In undertaking this study regard was had to the following advisory publications: 

• Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland (Countryside 
Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage, 2002); 

• Topic Paper 6: Techniques and Criteria for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity, which 
forms part of ‘Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and 
Scotland’ (the Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage, 2002);  

• Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd Edition (the 
Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, 
2013); 

• Evaluating the Impact of Housing Development on the Historic Environment (LUC, 
March 2014); and 

• An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (Natural England, October 2014). 

2.1.2 The methodology for this LCA was based on the approach promoted in Topic Paper 6: 
Techniques and Criteria for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity (referenced above). This paper 
explores thinking and recent practice on judging sensitivity. The recommended methodology 
developed for this study adopted the following premise from Topic Paper 6: whereby: 

2.1.3 Overall landscape sensitivity is the term used to refer primarily to the inherent sensitivity 
of the landscape itself, irrespective of the type of change that may be under consideration. 
Landscape sensitivity is defined as embracing a combination of:

• the sensitivity of the landscape resource in terms of both its character as a whole, 
its quality and condition, the aesthetic aspects of its character, and also the 
sensitivity of individual elements contributing to the landscape; and

• the visual sensitivity of the landscape, assessed in terms of a combination of 
factors such as views, visibility, the number and nature of people perceiving the 
landscape and the scope to mitigate visual impact.

2.1.4 The methodology was further tailored to address the study area’s specific issues and 
requirements as outlined in the study brief.

2.2 Information sources

2.2.1 The study was informed by a combination of landscape baseline desktop study (including the 
collection, review and analysis of previous relevant studies/reports and readily available data 

Existing 
Landscape Character 

Sensitivity
+ Visual

 Sensitivity =
Overall 

Landscape 
Sensitivity 

sources), fieldwork and stakeholder consultation. 

2.2.2 Previous studies/reports specific to The Salings which were consulted are as follows: 

• Great Saling Parish Plan, 2010;

• North Essex Garden Communities- West of Braintree, Concept Framework, Aecom. 
May 2017;

• Land West of Braintree, Landscape & Visual Appraisal, Chris Blandford Associates 
on behalf of Uttlesford District Council, June2017; and

• Broadfield Farm, Rayne (Tarmac)- Proposed extraction of sand and gravel, ES non 
technical summary volume 4, February 2017.

2.2.3 Existing national, regional and district landscape character assessments which encompass 
the site, as well as historic characterisation studies, were consulted as follows: 

• Natural England’s National Character Area profiles (NCA86-South Suffolk and North 
Essex Clayland); 

• Essex Landscape Character Assessment (Essex County Council and Southend on 
Sea Borough Council, July 2002) / Essex Landscape Character Assessment, Final 
Report (Chris Blandford Associates, 2003); 

• Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, Maldon and Uttlesford Landscape Character 
Assessments (Chris Blandford Associates, September 2006); and 

• Braintree District Historic Environment Characterisation Project 2010. 

2.2.4 In addition, the following data sources were consulted: 

• Local Plan Review (Adopted 2005);

• Braintree District Core Strategy Local Development Document (Adopted 2011);

• Braintree New Local Plan (2033), Publication Draft, 2017;

• Heritage Assets Impact Assessment for Potential Growth Locations within Braintree 
District, 2016;

• The Essex Biodiversity Action Plan, 2010 – 2020;

• MAGIC website - for landscape and cultural heritage designations;

• Essex County Council website - for landscape and cultural heritage designations 
and PRoWs;

• ‘Flood Map for Planning (Rivers and Sea)’ - Environment Agency online;

• Historic England;

• Essex Wildlife Trust Biological Records Centre;

• Footpaths in and around the Salings,Great Saling Parish Council and the Parish 
Paths Partnership;

• Old-maps.co.uk -Historical map archive

• CPRE - for tranquillity, intrusion and dark skies; and

• Google Earth.

2.2.5 Fieldwork was undertaken by Landscape Architects between February and March 2018. Liz 
Lake Associates attended meetings on 23rd February 2018 and 17th April with members of 
The Salings Neighbourhood Plan Steering group.
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2.3 Identification of the study area

2.3.1 Figure 1 - Study Area indicates the extent of the study area as agreed with the Parish Councils 
at the outset. This corresponds to the agreed joint neighbourhood plan area for Great Saling 
and Bardfield Saling.

2.4 Landscape context 

2.4.1 Landscape, cultural heritage and biodiversity designations for the study area were identified 
via MAGIC and Essex County Council’s website and mapped, as part of the appraisal of 
landscape context.

2.4.2 A review of existing County and District Landscape Character Assessments was undertaken 
to provide an overview and context to the project.

2.5 Visual context 

2.5.1 Following fieldwork, a series of representative viewpoints were selected and photographed, 
from publicly accessible locations including roadways, bridleways and footpaths within the 
study area. The fieldwork confirmed:

• important views into and out of the parish;

• views to and from the main villages; 

• any landmark landscape features; and 

• sensitive routes/corridors and their corresponding sensitivity to change.

2.5.2 These views were chosen to capture landscape character and adequately illustrate visual 
amenity from a range of locations, for a range of receptor groups at long, medium and short 
distance. Reference was made to a Neighbourhood Plan public consultation of “views you 
would like to protect” identified by local residents. These views are included within the report, 
and provide comprehensive coverage across the study area.

2.5.3 The photographs accompanying this report were taken by Liz Lake Associates in February 
and March 2018, with a Nikon D3400 digital camera at a focal length of 35mm. The camera 
was set at heights of between 150cm and 170cm above the ground to represent eye-level. 
Photographs were stitched together using commercial software to form panoramic views. 
Clear weather conditions were attained. 

2.6 Identification of Local Parish Landscape Character Areas (LPLCAs)

2.6.1 According to An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (Natural England, October 
2014), “Landscape character may be defined as a distinct and recognisable pattern of 
elements, or characteristics, in the landscape that make one landscape different from 
another. Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) is the process of identifying and describing 
the variation in the character of the landscape. It seeks to identify and explain the unique 
combination of elements and features (characteristics) that make landscapes distinctive”. 

2.6.2 A combination of landscape baseline desktop study, fieldwork and stakeholder consultation 

(Section 3.2 ‘Information sources’ above refers) was used to divide the landscape within The 
Salings into 16 No. parcels of land with common characteristics, hereafter referred to as 
Local Parish Landscape Character Areas (LPLCAs). The areas were defined initially by desktop 
research, and then adjusted and refined subsequently in the light of findings in the field and 
through consultation, as necessary. 

2.6.3 The drawing of boundary lines between parcels was a necessary part of the process, but 
did not always mean that parcels were dramatically different to each other either side of the 
line, as it is more typical for change to be of a gradual transitional nature.  However, in some 
instances, the boundary lines for parcels do mark more of a watershed of character, where 
the balance of the defining elements has shifted from one landscape character to another.  
For practical purposes, boundaries were aligned where possible on landscape features or 
elements that could be identified on the ground. Analysis was typically at the field level grain/
scale, with some aggregation of field and landscape units where appropriate. 

2.6.4 The existing landscape and visual characteristics selected to inform the identification of the 
LPLCAs were those considered to be of most relevance to this study. The criteria reflected 
natural, cultural and aesthetic factors as well as judgments on landscape quality and 
condition, as follows:

Existing landscape character criteria 

Natural Factors Land-form and topography 

Hydrology and drainage

Extent and pattern of semi-natural vegetation

Cultural Factors Physical relationship of landscape with existing villages

Settlement pattern/buildings within the landscape

Land-use and vegetation cover

Field boundaries and enclosure pattern

Time-depth

Aesthetic Factors Landscape scale

Enclosure

Landscape complexity

Public access (physical)

Tranquility

Landscape Quality/Con-
dition

Landscape, cultural heritage and biodiversity designations

Intactness

Condition/ state of repair of individual elements

Strength of landscape character

Contribution of landscape to local character, distinctiveness 
and sense of place
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Existing visual amenity criteria 

General Visibility Degree of openness of landscape to public views; e.g. screening/
enclosure/openness/inter-visibility

Specific visibility Visual relationship of landscape with existing villages

Visual influence of landscape on the wider landscape

Presence of key view(s)/sight line(s) to the villages, landmark 
features and/or the Registered Parks and Gardens

Visual contribution of landscape to the setting of Great Saling 
CA /Listed buildings /Registered Parks and Gardens.

Public Access (visual) Views from Roadway, Bridleway, By-way, Footpath

Type of views (e.g. channeled/ enclosed/ expansive/panoramic

Overall evaluation of significance/value of views

2.6.5 The field survey work was carried out by Landscape Architects who used a standard Proforma 
LPLCA Field Survey Sheet - Template (Appendix B: Proformas refers), which incorporated the 
above factors, to record data in a consistent manner. The Proforma included various options 
which could be circled – and subsequently highlighted in green– where they applied to the 
particular parcel under consideration. Representative photographs were taken to capture the 
existing landscape character. 

2.6.6 Following the fieldwork the parcels were reviewed, mapped and the field survey notes written 
up to provide a general commentary to describe and assess the key characteristics, distinctive 
features and landscape elements, as well as an indication of the ‘strength of character’ and 
‘condition’ of each parcel.

2.6.7 A Local Parish Landscape Character Areas (LPLCAs) map was then produced at a scale of 
1:25,000 for The Salings, together with supporting information comprising a representative 
photograph and a description for each LPLCA of its: 

• Key landscape characteristics; 

• Key visual characteristics; 

• Key landscape planning and land management issues; 

• Landscape character sensitivity to change;

• Visual sensitivity to change; 

• Overall landscape sensitivity to change (evaluation of the sensitivity of a parcel in 
broad strategic terms), where “Existing Landscape Character Sensitivity + Visual 
Sensitivity = Overall Landscape Sensitivity” (Topic Paper 6); 

• Opportunities for mitigation; 

• Proposed landscape strategy objectives; 

• Suggested landscape planning guidelines; 

• Suggested land management guidelines; and 

• Known presence of allocated land/approved planning applications. 

Assessment of Overall Sensitivity

2.6.8 As part of the field survey, the Character Areas were assessed for their landscape and 
visual sensitivity, based on the pre-defined set of criteria described above, combined with 
professional judgment. Their sensitivity is defined as High, Medium and Low.

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity

High High High High

Medium Medium Medium High

Low Low Medium High

Low Medium High

                           Visual Sensitivity

2.6.9 Landscape Character Sensitivity and Visual Sensitivity are combined to provide an overall 
Sensitivity for each Local Character Area as illustrated in the table above.

2.7 Mitigation and recommendations

2.7.1 Information concerning opportunities for mitigation was gathered on site and ‘Proposed 
general landscape strategy objectives’, together with ‘Suggested landscape planning 
guidelines’ and ‘Suggested land management guidelines’ specific to each LPLCA were 
then produced to inform change. Recommendations were in keeping with, and intended to 
reinforce/enhance, local landscape character and visual amenity. 

2.7.2 Where appropriate, recommendations are made regarding the type, nature and principles for 
any acceptable development within each parcel, to help provide guidance in identifying the 
most suitable locations and/or layouts for future development. 



Church of St James, Great Saling from the north west
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3. HISTORIC LANDSCAPE AND SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

3.1 Historic settlement character

3.1.1 The historic settlement pattern within The Salings was scattered and dispersed with green side 
settlement manor/church complexes. Great Saling developed into a small nucleated village 
between the Hall and the Grove while at Bardfield Saling the small settlement developed 
along Plums Lane. 

3.1.2 The core of Great Saling is made up of sixteen Listed Buildings, including Saling Hall and 
the adjacent Church of St. James- which are listed grade II*. The village surrounds a central 
green which was once home to an elm tree reputed to be the largest elm tree in England 
which was reduced in height during Word War II and succumbed to Dutch Elm Disease in the 
1970s. References to Elms are found in places names within the parishes such as Elm Farm 
and Four Elms Mills.

3.1.3 To the south of the main body of the village is Saling Grove, a mid-eighteenth century house, 
altered in the nineteenth century and set within landscape gardens designed by Humphry 
Repton. The house and gardens were built and laid at the same time providing a strong inter-
relationship between the two, as both were designed to complement the other. The house, as 
well as the associated Lodges and entrance gates, are listed grade II. The house is designed 
to be seen and understood as part of the wider landscape to the south. 

3.1.4 Beyond the two main villages, a traditional rural settlement pattern prevails within the study 
area. In addition to the hamlets of Crow’s Green and Blake End to the south there are a 
number of isolated farmsteads, greens, dispersed halls, moats and manors scattered within 
the wider rural area. 

3.1.5 With over 60 Historic England listed buildings within the two parishes, the area has a rich 
historical context.  The Grade I listed Church of St. Peter and St. Paul at Bardfield Saling was 

built in the first half of the 14th century and was probably the last church built in England 
with a round tower. Its flint walls with some rendering and its red plain tiled roofs are typical 
traditional materials widely used in the area.

3.1.6 Many of the farmsteads include listed buildings which occur as clusters of buildings in the 
landscape and include thatched barns, stables, cartlodges and/or outbuildings surrounding 
a main house.  Other listed buildings are predominantly of the 17th and 18th centuries, and 
of two storeys, timber-framed and plastered with tiled or thatched roofs.

3.1.7 Within The Salings, the roads are twisting and occasionally partially sunken. The field scape 
is largely comprised of irregular fields, some of medieval origin which were interspersed by 
the occasional common field which had been enclosed by the late medieval or early post-
medieval period. There are a number of references to ‘Greens’ in the north of the project area 
which probably relates to areas of traditional common land.

3.1.8 There are areas of surviving enclosed meadow pasture along the valley of the Pods Brook, a 
number of green lanes cross the area and small blocks of ancient woodland.

3.2 Landscape Change 

3.2.1 An analysis of historic maps (refer to Figure 3 on p14) was undertaken to show the extent of 
landscape change within the project area. The three maps show the progression of changes 
in terms of loss of features (highlighted in orange) and new features (highlighted in blue) as 
compared to the historic map of 1881.

Map 1 - 1881

3.2.2 The 1881 map shows the two rural parishes of Great Saling and Bardfield Saling with the 
dispersed settlement pattern within Bardfield Saling and the nucleated village of Great 
Bardfield strongly associated with Saling Grove. It also shows the narrow twisting roads and 
lanes and the irregular pattern of fields, interspersed by the occasional common and blocks of 
deciduous woodland. The 1881 map forms the baseline condition for the analysis of change.

The Green at Great Saling.
Feb 2018

Bardfield Saling and Great Saling- First Series Ordnance Survey Map 1805 
Great Britain Historical GIS Project - Licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence BY-SA-4.0
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Map 1 - Historic map from 1881 OS County Series (1:10,560) Map 2 - Historic map from 1958
Showing the extent of change as compared to the 1881 Historic Map.

Map 3 - Current OS Map of the Study Area.
Showing the extent of change as compared to the 1958 Historic Map.

Figure 3
Analysis of Landscape Change

Scale: Not to scale

N

Study Area

Key

Loss of features

New features

NN

© COPYRIGHT LIZ LAKE ASSOCIATES Reproduced from Ordnance Survey map data by permission of Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright 2017 Licence No.100007196
© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 Ordnance Survey Licence No.0100031673
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Map 2 - 1958

3.2.3 The 1958 map shows that the greatest extent of change within the study area occurred with 
the building of the Second World War American Airfield to the west of Great Saling.

3.2.4 Construction work of the airfield began in 1942 using rubble from buildings in London 
that were destroyed during the blitz. The airfield covered a vast swathe of land within the 
parishes of Great Saling and Stebbing. As work on the airfield progressed familiar landmarks 
disappeared. Almost 23 acres of mature oak trees were felled, predominantly within New 
Pastures wood and kilometres of hedgerows were removed. Trees were also felled within 
Saling Grove to allow for low flying aircraft during take off and landing. A number of farms 
including Muchmores Farm and its associated outbuildings were demolished. In addition 
the whole site was flattened, changing the landscape beyond all recognition and destroying 
wildlife habitats.

3.2.5 As well as the changes to the site itself, the tiny lane from the A120 to the village of Great 
Saling had to be reconstructed to allow heavy vehicles access to the village from both the 
A120 and the railway station at Rayne. Other minor roads and footpaths were closed or 
diverted. 

3.2.6 The airfield consisted of a main runway, 6,300 feet in length, two subsidiary runways, aircraft 
hard standings and two T2 hangers. In addition to the airfield, numerous barracks were built 
to accommodate up to 2,800 personnel. Most of the buildings on the dispersed living sites 
spread out to the east of the airfield away from potential enemy bombing of the airstrip and 
consisted  of the ubiquitous Nissen hutting, By the end of 1945 the last fighters had left and 
the barracks were later demolished. Remnants of concrete roads such as part of FP 86/12 
and piles of concrete are still evident on the edges of the fields today.

3.2.7 Outside of the airfield there is very little change to the landscape within the study area. A 
small number of lost field boundaries have been identified and there are few new features.

Map 3 - Current OS Map

3.2.8 The comparison of the 1958 map with the current OS map shows a more widespread change 
to the landscape within the project area. 

3.2.9 The losses in the landscape relate to the removal of hedgerows and field amalgamation as a 
result of more intensive agricultural practices of production during the 20th century. This has 
predominantly occurred on the higher ground of the plateau to the north of Bardfield Saling 
and to a lesser extent to the south and east of Great Saling.

3.2.10 Of note, are areas where the field pattern has remained intact. The area around Gentleman’s 
Farm and Rogue’s Green,to the west of Crow’s Green and to the north of the airfield shows 
considerable time depth in terms of its strong field pattern of hedges. The area contrasts with 
the openness of the airfield to the south. However, the current OS Map shows that there been 
some loss of hedgerows on the interface of this area with airfield.

3.2.11 New features within the landscape are predominantly belts of woodland, often coniferous, 
which can be seen adjacent to Andrewsfield airfield, around Saling Grove and farmsteads 
within the southern part of Great Saling parish. 

3.2.12 There has been very little new development within the study area. Of note is the division of 
fields around Crow’s Green to provide a mixture of new building plots and pony paddocks; and 
new residential development to the east of Great Saling.

3.2.13 Other new features of the landscape include the fishing lakes to the east of Piccotts Farm and 
the addition of large scale agricultural buildings at Four Elms Mills which produces animal 
feed.

3.2.14 The current OS map shows how the landscape of the WWII airfield remains relatively 
featureless. lt is currently used as agricultural fields with a small portion used by Andrewsfield 
Flying Club with a grass runway.

3.3 Settlement expansion and current pattern

3.3.1 As can be seen from the analysis of landscape change, The Salings has not seen the level of 
development that has occurred in other settlements within Braintree District and retains much 
of its original medieval extent and appearance. The historic core of Great Saling, contained 
within the designated Conservation Area, remains compact and relatively unaltered and the 
parishes retain their rural character. 

3.3.2 An examination of old maps shows that, apart from the WWII Airfield at Andrewsfield where 
vast swathes of woodland and hedgerows were removed, there has been relatively little 
change to the landscape. In many areas there has been some loss of boundary features due 
to agricultural intensification in the 20th century, but other areas retain their historic field 
pattern.

3.3.3 In terms of development, there has been little expansion of the settlements contributing 
to a strong sense of historic integrity. There has been some occasional small scale infill 
development of private detached houses within the villages and a number of barn conversions 
for both residential and commercial use within the countryside.



View from PRoW 86/10 looking south towards Crow’s Green
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5

4. LANDSCAPE CONTEXT

4.1 General landscape character of The Salings

4.1.1 The rural landscape of the parishes generally comprises a gently undulating agricultural 
landscape with narrow lanes lined with hedgerows and trees which provides the setting for 
the villages. Key characteristics which contribute towards the landscape’s special qualities 
include its: 

• Strongly undeveloped rural character, with some areas of considerable time-depth; 
historic field patterns, enclosed meadow pastures along the river valleys, extensive 
network of lanes and pathways and mature trees and hedgerows which all provide a 
strong sense of historic continuity, integrity and cultural value;  

• Visual amenity value, with attractive panoramic views across the countryside as well 
as more intimate, enclosed views within the valleys. Closer-range views of the edge 
of villages, the registered Parks and Gardens and listed buildings;  

• Biodiversity value; and  

• Agricultural value.

4.2 Land-use classification and vegetation

4.2.1 The landscape within The Salings is predominantly in intensive arable use, with some areas 
of smaller pastoral fields and paddocks around farmsteads. Most of the land in The Salings 
is Grade 2 Agricultural Land - classed as ‘very good’ by Natural England. Refer to Figure 4 - 
Aerial Photograph on p18 and Figure 5 - Land cover and Vegetation on p19.

4.2.2 Areas of rough or wet meadow pasture occupy the narrow floodplain along Pods Brook and 
the shallow valley of Willow Brook. A string of small wet woodlands occurs along Pods Brook, 
with dense riverside trees; willows have been over-planted on areas of damp grasslands 
along Willow Brook. 

4.2.3 Elsewhere, occasional scattered small woodlands and rectilinear tree belts occur, as do 
mature trees, generally located within hedgerows. Deciduous woodlands are often surrounded 
by a fringe of conifers to protect them from the wind and help them grow straight. Occasional 

paddocks abut the villages and playing fields are located on the eastern edge of Bardfield 
Saling. Rows of tall poplar trees are occasionally a feature. Key hedgerow tree species include 
elm, oak and ash. 

4.2.4 Within the Salings, fields are predominant;y bounded by hedges and/or ditches of varying 
condition. Despite recent efforts by local farmers to reinstate hedgerows along field 
boundaries, they have been denuded in part by intensive agriculture and are in places 
fragmented or absent.  There are occasional isolated trees within the landscape which once 
formed part of a hedgerow.

4.3 Topography and hydrology 

4.3.1 The Salings lies predominantly within a relatively flat plateau falling gently north eastwards 
towards Pods Brook which drains southwards towards Braintree where it forms the River 
Brain. The brook forms the parish boundary of Bardfield Saling at its northern end and lies to 
the east of Great Saling parish. The brook lies within a well defined valley and has a number 
of small tributaries, the most significant being Willow Brook which forms a shallow valley 
extending into the center of the project area to the north of Crow’s Green (refer to Figure 6  
-  Topography on p20).

4.3.2 The lowest lying land lies to the south of the project area and is associated with the River Ter 
which runs west to east from Stebbing Green towards Braintree and then southwards towards 
Terling. A small tributary drains from higher ground near Muchmores Farm to Blake End. The 
highest ground of the plateau within the project area forms a low ridge along the northern 
boundary of Bardfield Saling. 

4.3.3 According to flood zone data taken from the online ‘Flood Map for Planning (Rivers and Sea)’ 
by the Environment Agency, last updated 18th March 2016, there are no significant flood risk 
issues within the study area. 

4.4 Landscape, cultural heritage and biodiversity designations 

4.4.1 There are a number of landscape cultural heritage and biodiversity designations within the 
Salings. Figure 7 - Landscape, cultural heritage  & biodiversity designations on p21 refers.

Great Saling Conservation Area 

4.4.2 Great Saling Conservation Area was designated in 1989 for its special architectural and 
historic interest, in order to preserve or enhance its character through strict control of new 
development, protection of trees, and the need for demolition of buildings or walls to be subject 
to Conservation Area Consent. A Conservation Area Appraisal has not been undertaken.

4.4.3 The Conservation Area includes the two Registered Parks and Gardens of Saling Hall and 
Saling Grove, the cluster of mixed residential development along Grove Villas, the Grade II* 
Church of St. James and a number of listed buildings.

4.4.4 Policies in the Local Plan relating to the Conservation Area are RLP 95, to preserve, and 
encourage the enhancement of, the character and appearance of designated Conservation 
Areas and their settings, including the buildings, open spaces and areas, landscape and 
historic features and views into and within the constituent parts of designated areas. Policies 
RLP 96, 97, 98, 108, 109, 117 are also of relevance.

Isolated tree within arable farmland 
February 2018

PRoW through farmland with views to heritage assets
February 2018
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Scale: Not to scale
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Figure 5
Landcover and Vegetation
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Scale: 1:25,000 @ A3
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Figure 6
Topography and Hydrology

Scale: 1:25,000 @ A3
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Figure 7
Landscape, cultural heritage and biodiversity designations

Scale: 1:25,000 @ A3
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View of the Repton landscape at Saling Grove
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Grade II* listed St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church,
Bardfield Saling. February 2018

Grade I listed St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church, 
Bardfield Saling. March 2018

Registered Park and Garden / Grade II* listed Great
Saling Hall, Great Saling. February 2018

Registered Park and Garden Saling Grove, Great Saling - 
iew of the North Lodge across the green. February 2018

Registered Parks and Gardens

4.4.5 There are two Registered Parks and Gardens within the study area which are protected in 
the adopted Braintree Local Plan at Policy RLP 103. Historic parks and gardens are a fragile 
and finite resource: they can easily be damaged beyond repair or lost forever. Registration of 
these assets are a ‘material consideration’ in the planning process, meaning that planning 
authorities must consider the impact of any proposed development on the landscapes’ 
special character. 

4.4.6 Saling Grove lies on the south side of the village of Great Saling. The Park and pleasure 
grounds were designed by Humphry Repton in 1791 for which he produced a Red Book. The 
c 15ha site occupies virtually flat ground, bounded to the north by the main village streets, to 
the west by the minor road connecting Great Saling to the A120, and to the east and south by 
farmland. The park is predominantly screened along its road boundaries by thin plantations. 

4.4.7 Saling Grove was built in c 1754 by John Yeldham and was extended in the mid C19 by William 
Fowke. The south facade faces formal gardens and looks out over the park, primarily to the 
south of the house. It remains principally under grass and retains some mature parkland 
trees of mainly 18th and 19th Century origin. The boundary plantations proposed by Repton 
to the west and north survive, while the eastern boundary is defined by a dense plantation of 
more recent origin. The Repton designed landscape extended to the boundaries of Onchors 
and Parks farms to the south. With the building of the WWII airfield some of the trees along 
the western side were felled to allow for the low flying aircraft.

4.4.8 In April 2018 the boundary of the Registered Park and Garden was extended to include the 
central strip of parkland known as The Lawn which forms the principal vista in the designed 
landscape and has not changed since Repton’s involvement in the early 1790s. It remains 
one of the only complete examples of late 18th Century park and gardens by Repton with an 
accompanying Georgian House.

4.4.9 Saling Hall is situated at the northern end of Great Saling. It is a seventeenth century manor 
house with a gardens to the north and south which have been extensively and skillfully re-
planted since 1971. The 5ha site includes woods, a walled garden (dated 1698) a valley 
garden, a water garden, a rose glade and other compartments. The garden walls were built in 
1698, for a house then already over a century old, with its name in Domesday Book. Access 
to the The Hall and the nearby Church of St James is shared.

4.4.10 Both Registered Parks and Gardens are situated within the Great Saling Conservation Area 
and contain numerous listed buildings and features described below.

Listed Buildings

4.4.11 There are approximately 60 individually listed buildings within the two parishes of The Sailings. 
Policies in the adopted Braintree Local Plan relating to Listed buildings are RLP 99, 100, 101 
and 102 as well as Policy CS9 of the 2011 Core Strategy to “respect and respond to the local 
context, especially in the District’s historic villages, where development affects the setting of 
historic or important buildings, conservation areas and areas of highest archaeological and 
landscape sensitivity”.

4.4.12 As described in Chapter 3, the historic settlement pattern within the Salings survives well with 
greens, dispersed halls, moats, farms and manors, many of which are listed. These regularly 
occur as clusters of buildings and include barns, stables, cartlodges and/or outbuildings 
surrounding a main house. These are predominantly grade II listed. At Piccotts Farm, the barn 
has a higher grade II* listing.

4.4.13 Of particular note is the Church of St Peter and St Paul at Bardfield Saling which is Grade I 
listed. It has been little altered since the 14th Century and is probably the last church built 
in England with a round tower. Its interior is decorated with examples of straw plaiting which 
flourished in a few Essex villages at the turn of the 19th century.

4.4.14 Within The Great Saling Conservation Area, The Church of St James in Great Saling and 
Saling Hall are both Grade II*. The brick walls adjacent to the churchyard, the Farmhouse, 
the cartlodge and the barn conversion at Hall Farmhouse are all Grade II. In addition to this 
there are a further six grade II listed buildings along Grove Villas and The Street including the 
White Hart Inn and the former post office.

4.4.15 At Saling Grove there are a number of grade II listed buildings and features associated with 
the registered Park and Garden which include The Grove, the entrance gateway, the Lodge,  
the Coach House and Mews as well as a number of outbuildings, gates, walls and railings.

4.4.16 In addition to those mentioned above there are a number of isolated listed farmhouses and 
cottages throughout the parishes with concentrations in the hamlet of Crow’s Green and 
along Plums Lane in Bardfield Saling.



View north along Pods Lane



2018 Salings Neighbourhood Plan

Landscape Assessment Study: The Salings Neighbourhood Plan 25

Protected Lanes - Left -Pods Lane.                                                 Right - The ‘Splash’ on Littles Lane
February 2018

Ancient Woodlands 

4.4.17 Ancient Woodland is formally defined by Natural England and comprises woodland that has 
existed continuously since 1600. Such woodland is likely to have developed naturally, since 
before that date, the planting of woodlands was not commonplace. 

4.4.18 Policy RLP 80 of the adopted Braintree Local Plan is designed to protect and enhance individual 
landscape features and habitats and Policy RLP 81 on Trees, Woodlands, Grasslands and 
Hedgerows, encourages landowners to retain, maintain and plant, in appropriate locations, 
locally native trees, woodlands, grasslands and hedgerows. 

4.4.19 Golden Grove is the only Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland within the study area. It is located 
just within the south eastern Parish boundary and is also designated as a Local Wildlife Site 
(Bra 36- see below).

4.4.20 There are a number of Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland located in close proximity and 
on the parish boundaries. These include:

• Rumley Wood, 1.4ha to the south east within Rayne Parish;

• Boxted Wood, 13.75ha of Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland on the western 
parish/district boundary, within Stebbing Parish;

• Whitehouse Spring, 3.93ha of Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland south-west of 
Old Whitehouse Farm within Stebbing Parish;

• Mouslin Wood, 3.30ha of Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland north-west of 
Badcocks Farm, within Stebbing Parish; and

• Foxes Wood, 16ha of Ancient Replanted Woodland of mixed conifer and 
broadleaved woodland on the northern parish boundary, within Great Bardfield 
Parish.

Protected Lanes

4.4.21 Protected Lanes are designated in the adopted Braintree Local Plan at Policy RLP 87. The 
District Council will seek to conserve the traditional landscape and nature conservation 
character of roads designated on the Proposals Map as Protected Lanes, including their 
associated verges, banks and ditches. There are two Protected Lanes within the study area:

• Pods Lane from the west of Rayne runs northwards along the Great Saling district 
boundary to the junction of the lane to Shalford Green near Hyde Cottage; and

• Littles Lane from Shalford Green west across Pods Brook to the junction with 
Bardfield Road near Boarded Barns, (the ford is locally known as the ‘Splash’).

Flood zones

4.4.22 Flood Zones are identified in the adopted Braintree Local Plan n at policies RLP 66, 67, 68, 
86. There are two main flood zones within the area which follow Pods Brook and its tributary 
Willow Brook; and the River Ter and its tributaries near Blake End.

Biodiversity designations 

4.4.23 There are no international, European or national designated wildlife sites, such as Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest, Local Nature Reserves, County Wildlife Sites or Regionally 
Important Geological/Geomorphological Sites within the study area.

4.4.24 However, there are a number of Local Wildlife Sites. These include:

• Bra15 Parsonage Farm Meadow (Bardfield Saling) - semi improved grassland 
meadow containing a good mix of grasses and herbs;

• Bra17 St Peter and St Paul Churchyard, Bardfield Saling - the small village 
churchyard exhibits old grassland that has not been improved to any great extent. 
The flora reflects the influence of an underlying calcareous soil;

• Bra23 Hall Farm Meadows- damp grasslands, over planted with Willows (Salix sp.), 
support a varied flora and represent an increasingly rare Essex habitat;

• Bra27 Blackbush Wood - Blackbush Wood has a canopy of Pedunculate Oak 
(Quercus robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) 
over Hazel (Corylus avellana), Elder (Sambucus nigra) and Hawthorn (Crataegus 
monogyna); and

• Bra36 Golden Grove - This ancient wood is dominated by Hornbeam (Carpinus 
betulus) coppice with only scattered standards of Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) 
and Ash (Fraxinus excelsior).

Landscape designations

4.4.25 There are no international, national or locally designated landscapes within the study area. 
However, it should be noted that a Special Landscape Area used to be protected at Policy RLP 
79. This covered a large area around the River Pant to the east of the project area, including 
the valleys of Pods Brook and its tributary Willow Brook. (The Policy was superseded by Core 
Strategy Policy CS8 - Natural Environment and Biodiversity in September 2011).

4.5 Time depth 

4.5.1 In general terms the landscape within the study area is undeveloped with ancient countryside 
remnants and considerable time-depth. Despite rationalisation, it largely reflects pre-18th 
century agricultural practices with its irregular field patterns, enclosed meadow pastures 
along the river valley, occasional scattered small wooded areas (some of which go back to 
the Middle Ages), intimate ancient pathways and mature trees and hedgerows, all of which 
provide a strong sense of historic continuity, integrity and cultural value. 
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4.5.2 The only area of The Salings which has seen considerable change is the WWII airfield at 
Andrewsfield where hedgerows and woodland disappeared almost overnight, changing the 
landscape ‘beyond all recognition’. 

4.6 PRoWs and Access 

4.6.1 There is a comprehensive network of ancient Byways, Bridleways, footpaths and tracks which 
provide access to the countryside within the two parishes.

4.6.2 These Public Rights of Way are published in a leaflet- ‘Footpaths in and around the Salings’ 
produced by Great Saling Parish Council and the Parish Paths Partnership. A number of 
footpaths have been regularised to field boundaries.

4.6.3 The southern part of Great Saling parish has a notable absence of public rights of way.

4.7 Tranquility 

4.7.1 The rural parishes of The Salings are situated away from major roads and towns and are 
considered to be tranquil. However, some minor roads are heavily used by commercial 
agricultural industries within the Salings.

4.7.2 The dark skies map produced by the Campaign to Protect Rural England shows the majority 
of the project area has little light pollution. The southern part of the parishes, associated with 
Blake End, is influenced by the A120 road corridor and the town of Braintree.

4.8 Strength of landscape character   

4.8.1 The landscape character is of archetypal lowland English countryside character with a rural 
settlement pattern. The strength of character generally increases from south to north.

4.9 Existing landscape character assessments 

4.9.1 Landscape character assessment ( LCA ) is the process of identifying and describing variation 
in character of the landscape. LCA documents identify and explain the unique combination 
of elements and features that make landscapes distinctive by mapping and describing 
character types and areas.

4.9.2 There are three existing published landscape character assessments, undertaken at different 
scales which encompass the project area. These are summarised in Table 1 and are shown 
in Figure 8 - Existing Landscape Character Areas on p26.

With regard to informing the study, the District Assessment is considered to be the most 
relevant as it provides the most detailed level of information.

Table 1 - Hierarchy of Landscape Character Types and Character Areas

National: National Character Area Profiles, Natural England, 2012

NCA 86

South Suffolk and North Essex Clayland 

County: Essex Landscape Character Assessment

Type B

Glacial Till Plateau Landscape

Type C

River Valley Landscape

Character Area B1

Central Essex Farmlands

Character Area C6

Blackwater/Brain/Lower Chelmer Valleys

District: Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, Maldon and Uttlesford Landscape Character 
Assessments

Type B

Farmland Plateau

Type A

River Valley

B11

Lindsell and Bardfield 

Farmland Plateau

B13

Rayne

 Farmland Plateau

A12

Pods Brook

River Valley

National level: National Character Area profiles 

4.9.3 In the 1990’s, English Nature and the Countryside Commission jointly produced The Character 
Map of England – a single map that identified and described 159 Joint Character Areas (JCAs) 
covering the whole of England. Each distinct area was defined following consideration of its 
landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity, and cultural and economic activities. The boundaries of 
the areas followed natural rather than administrative boundaries. The various volumes of the 
Map were published between 1998 and 2000. 

4.9.4 More recently, Natural England has undertaken a review of the JCAs in order to fulfill, in part, 
responsibilities set out in the Natural Environment White Paper 2011, Biodiversity 2020, and 
the European Landscape Convention 2007, creating National Character Area (NCA) profiles 
which are based on the original JCA profiles. These are guidance documents that can assist 
communities in decision-making by informing them about the places that they live in. 

NCA 86: South Suffolk and North Essex Claylands 

4.9.5 The Salings and the study area fall within NCA 86: The South Suffolk and North Essex 
Claylands.  NCA 86 is a broadly flat, chalky boulder clay plateau, dissected by an undulating 
river valley topography that is particularly marked in upper valley reaches, which are much 
smaller in scale. Land use is predominantly arable with a wooded appearance. There is 
some pasture in the valley floors. Field patterns are irregular, despite rationalization, due to 
remnants of Ancient Countryside. 
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4.9.6 Settlement consists of scattered farmsteads, divided by deep ditches and moats. Parishes 
are dispersed with small settlements focused around tyes (commons) or strip greens in 
isolated hamlets. Buildings tend to be timber-framed and colour washed houses, which are 
sometimes faced with Georgian red brick. There are also several large villages and frequent 
towns, most with medieval street plans and elaborate timber-frame houses, as well as a rich 
heritage of barns and impressive churches. 

4.9.7 This well preserved, archetypal, lowland pastoral English countryside is coupled with 
attractive vernacular buildings dating from a period of industrial wealth. There are a few large 
woods (20 acres plus), including some ancient coppice wood, as well as a typical pattern of 
copses connected by hedgerows. Trees and woods appear to join together to give a wooded 
skyline, with occasional bare ridgelines. The road pattern away from major routes, is winding 
with wide verges and strong hedgerows. Sunken hollow lanes, lined with hedgerows, are a 
common feature, with the impact of Dutch Elm disease quite apparent. The main hedgerow 
trees in this area are elm, oak and ash.

“Key drivers” for change within NCA 86 include: 

• “Locally determined planning and development control may in some cases have the 
potential to impact on the landscape. Ensuring that local development frameworks 
recognise the importance of conserving and enhancing the landscape will help 
reduce any potentially negative impacts. 

• Potential growth may lead to increases in the importance of the recreational 
and environmental value of landscapes within the urban surround; the potential 
for green infrastructure funding; opportunities for improved access and climate 
change adaptation.” 

4.9.8 With regard to accommodating new development, NCA profile 86 includes the following 
landscape opportunities: 

• “Protect the pastoral river valley landscape from further fragmentation by resisting 
inappropriate use and development, promoting traditional management practices, 
protecting existing pasture from conversion to arable use (especially those 
containing archaeological features), and seeking opportunities to create more 
permanent grassland 

• Conserve the rural settlement pattern by ensuring that new development is 
complementary to intrinsic local character. 

• Conserve rural settlement character by using traditional materials in new 

developments especially the use of colour-washed render and pegtiles. 

• Conserve the strongly nucleated character of settlements by encouraging new 
development to take place within the existing curtilage of settlements. 

• Raise the design quality of new and existing development. Incorporate green 
infrastructure that provides opportunities for wildlife and public access within 
urban areas and screens intrusive urban influence (especially on the periphery 
of settlements), with the use of substantial and appropriate landscaping, such as 
woodland planting, earthworks and green roofs.” 

County level: Essex Landscape Character Assessment 

4.9.9 The Essex Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) was produced in 2003 by Chris Blandford 
Associates on behalf of Essex County Council and Southend on Sea Borough Council. The 
study sought to identify distinctive character areas across the Essex landscape, defined at 
the 1:50,000 scale, which can then be evaluated for their sensitivity to change, “guiding 
necessary development to landscapes where the type and degree of change can be best 
accommodated.”  

4.9.10 The LCA identified seven Landscape Character Types (LCTs), which were refined to classify 
thirty-five Landscape Character Areas (LCAs), two of which fall within the study area: B1 
Central Essex Farmlands and C6:Blackwater/Brain/Lower Chelmer Valleys. CA B1 covers the 
majority of the study area, with a segment to the east of the parishes falling within CA C6. 

CA B1 Central Essex Farmlands 

4.9.11 Key characteristics of LCA B1 include: 

• “Irregular field pattern of mainly medium size arable fields, marked by sinuous 
hedgerows and ditches.  

• Many small woods and copses provide structure and edges in the landscape.  

• Scattered settlement pattern, with frequent small hamlets, with greens and ponds.  

• A concentration of isolated moated farmsteads.  

• Network of narrow, winding lanes. 

• Mostly tranquil character away from major roads and Stansted Airport.” 

4.9.12 The CA is an extensive area of gently undulating arable farmland bisected by the Chelmer 
Valley to the north of Chelmsford and the Brain Valley to the south and west of Braintree. In 

Typical view across the valley
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relation to visual experience it notes “in long views scattered small woods and copses, and 
hedgerow trees coalesce to sometimes create the illusion of a wooded horizon”.

4.9.13 The sensitivity evaluation gives a range of Landscape Sensitivity Levels based on various 
types or scales of development. Generally the LCA is assessed to have Moderate sensitivity to 
most forms of development including major urban extensions over 5ha and incremental small 
scale developments. Common issues include moderate inter-visibility of the LCA, integrity of 
hedgerow and woodland patterns, the tranquil character and distinctive settlement patterns. 
As for small urban extensions under 5ha, the landscape is assessed to be of Low sensitivity, 
with the identified “possible opportunity to improve some existing visually poor urban edges”.

CA C6 Blackwater/Brain/Lower Chelmer Valleys

4.9.14 Key characteristics of CA C6 include:

• Shallow valleys.

• Predominantly arable farmland with well hedged medium to large fields.

• The Brain and the Upper Blackwater Valleys are narrow with undulating valley sides.

• Extensive linear poplar and willow plantations are a distinctive feature.

4.9.15 The supporting text notes: 

“The Brain and the Upper Blackwater valleys are relatively narrow with moderate slopes. 
Medium scale, arable farmland dominates throughout their length, with a predominantly 
strong pattern of hedgerow boundaries with frequent hedgerow trees.  Tree cover is high along 
the banks of the rivers with willow and poplar plantations common as well as pockets of wet 
alder/willow woodland. There are dense riverside trees along the Brain and the middle part 
of the Blackwater Valley and semi-natural vegetation includes ancient mixed woodland on 
valley sides, Alder carr and unimproved grazing meadows. Small settlements are dispersed 
along valley sides or cluster around a few key bridging points. There is a sparse settlement 
pattern in the upper valleys above Braintree with small scattered farmsteads, hamlets and 
small villages. Roads and lanes run along the top of the valleys”.

4.9.16 The Landscape Sensitivity Level ranges from High, Moderate and Low across the range of 
development types and scales. Of relevance is the High level given to major urban extensions 
over 5ha and new settlements while incremental small scale developments are considered 
Low. The key landscape sensitivities relate to the  “visual exposure of some valley sides/open 
valley floors”, the “intrinsic small scale character of the valleys” and the tranquil character in 
parts of the area.

District level: Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, Maldon and Uttlesford Landscape 
Character Assessments

4.9.17 These Landscape Character Assessments (September 2006) were carried out jointly by the 
respective districts and borough councils, all located within the County of Essex. The aim of 
the LCA was “to provide a comprehensive Borough/District-wide assessment of landscape 
character within the Study Area to inform land use planning and land management decisions.” 
The approach to the LCA was based on Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for 
England and Scotland (Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage, 2002).  

4.9.18 The identified CAs were based on those within the Essex LCA, sub-dividing the CAs into smaller 
areas. A degree of sensitivity of each CA is given, however, due to the “relatively broad-brush 
analysis undertaken” these sensitivities are not absolute. Therefore, sensitives should be 

read in conjunction with those previously mentioned within the Essex LCA, which affords a 
more strategic evaluation. 

4.9.19 The study area encompasses parts of three Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) within 
two landscape character types (LCTs).  Landscape Character Type A: River Valley 
Landscapes,include the Pods Brook River Valley LCA -A12 which forms a relatively narrow 
strip on the eastern side of the study area. The remaining parts of the study area lie within 
LCT-B - the Farmland Plateau Landscapes which are divided into two landscape character 
areas. The B11–Lindsell and Bardfield Farmland Plateau lie to the north of the parishes and 
the B13: Rayne Farmland Plateau lie to the south.

LCA A12 – Pods Brook River Valley

4.9.20 Pods Brook River Valley is located to the east of the study area. Key characteristics are 
identified as: 

• “Narrow shallow valley. 

• Predominately pastoral and heavily wooded. 

• Wet meadows”. 

4.9.21 The supporting text notes: 

“Pods Brook lies in a narrow shallow valley which cuts into the farmland plateau. It is sparsely 
populated with isolated, often vernacular dwellings with timber frames, colour wash walls 
and thatched roofs found along the valley floor and the valley sides.  The valley sides are 
covered by irregularly shaped fields which slope down to the valley floor.  A complex of small 
pastoral fields and deciduous woodland plantations dominates the valley floor. Pods Brook 
itself, is lined along its length by a row of deciduous trees which mark its course.

As the river reaches the edge of Braintree woodland cover is reduced and the valley becomes 
more open with larger arable fields that slope down to meet at Pods Brook.  Hedgerows 
with hedgerow trees delineate the field boundaries along the length of the river valley.  
Occasionally the hedgerows are fragmented and gappy. The only settlement within the river 
valley is Shalford Green a small linear village (outside the project area). Upstream from 
Braintree there is an overall sense of tranquillity throughout the river valley with several quiet, 
rural lanes and footpaths winding through the landscape”.

4.9.22 Its key visual characteristic is of generally open views into the gently meandering valley that 
are sometimes framed in places by small patches of woodland or hedgerow trees.

4.9.23 Evidence of Historic Land Use within the area is dominated by areas of enclosed meadows 
along the valley floor and numerous small areas of woodland. The fields are pre-18th century 
irregular fields probably of medieval origin and historically the settlement is dispersed with 
church/hall complexes, manors, farms, moated sites and small villages strung out along an 
extensive network of linear and triangular greens.

4.9.24 Key planning and land management issues that may be relevant when considering built 
development outside of the LCA are: 

• Potential for erection of new farm buildings on the valley slopes, which would be 
conspicuous on the skyline.  

• Increasing traffic on minor roads, especially during busy tourist periods and rush 
hour. 
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4.9.25 Sensitivities to change within this LCA relate to the “complex pattern of small pastoral fields 
and deciduous woodland plantations along the valley floor and deciduous trees, which mark 
the course of the river” and “the overall sense of tranquillity and skyline of the valley slopes”. 
There is a sense of historic integrity within the character area, with enclosed meadow 
along the valley floor and a historic settlement pattern which is sensitive to new large -scale 
development. The LCA has an overall high sensitivity to change with strategy objectives to 
conserve and enhance.

4.9.26 Suggested Landscape Planning Guidelines are also relevant to development outside its 
boundaries and include: 

• Consider the visual impact of new residential development and farm buildings upon 
the sparsely populated valley;

• Maintain cross valley views and characteristic views along the valley; and

• Ensure new development on valley sides is small scale, responding to historic 
settlement pattern, landscape setting and locally distinctive building styles.

4.9.27 The land management guidelines suggested include: 

• Conserve and enhance the existing hedgerow pattern and strengthen through 
planting where appropriate to local landscape character; and

• Conserve and manage areas of ancient and semi-natural woodland as important 
historical, landscape and nature conservation features.

B11 Lindsell and Bardfield Farmland Plateau

4.9.28 The Lindsell and Bardfield Farmland Plateau occupies the northern part of the project area 
and extends west into the parish of Stebbing as well as eastwards wrapping round the Pods 
Brook River Valley. Key Characteristics include:

• “…Open, broadly rolling plateau, dissected by Pods Brook and Stebbing Brook. 

• Mainly arable farmland with many shelter belts forming a dark backdrop to views… 

• Vernacular architecture pale cream or white-washed plaster with thatched roofs, 
some half-timbered buildings. 

• Tall species-rich hedgerows along many lanes; some hornbeam coppice visible.” 

4.9.29 The supporting text notes:

The countryside is gently rolling and open, covered by medium to large arable fields. Field 
patterns are regular and delineated by a variety of vegetation. The overall character of the 

area is formed by the constant backdrop of trees, sometimes as dense shelter belts, and 
sometimes interspersed between field boundaries, along with gappy hedgerows. Hedges 
are usually hawthorn, used in a variety of ways: as low field dividers, as tall screens along 
lanes, as gappy remnants of pre-enclosure and as mature specimens in isolation or grouped 
together. Shelter belts, including coniferous trees, appear as dark blocks on the ridges and 
mature trees dot the field pattern: in hedgerows, along ditches, or in isolation in a field. 

Patches of ancient woodland have woven themselves along with newer planting into the field 
pattern. Despite the tree cover the landscape appears very open; the field pattern is medium 
to large scale and there are no villages of any size – settlement is linear or dispersed. Newer 
residential development appears suburban. The texture of this character area is as varied as 
the topography, but the general impression if of a landscape that offers changing interest, 
with views that may progress from open to closed again. It has a sense of isolation despite its 
proximity to Stansted Airport and retains a moderate to strong sense of tranquillity”. 

4.9.30 Evidence of Historic Land Use within the area is dominated by pre-18th century irregular 
fields and the main historic landscape features include twisting and often partially sunken 
roads. Its visual characteristics are of views across farmland plateau from roads and public 
rights of way which are usually open, but often framed or limited by tree belts or high hedges. 

4.9.31 Key Planning and Land Management Issues include: 

• “Past loss of hedgerows and decline in hedgerow management. 

• Potential loss of hedgerows and field patterns due to further introduction of 
intensive agricultural practices. 

• Pressure from increased traffic on rural lanes and erosion of verges. 

• Pressure from expansion of settlements which may be detrimental to landscape 
character.” 

4.9.32 Sensitivities to Change within the LCA. “Several areas of plateau have a very open skyline, 
which is visually sensitive to new development that may interrupt views across, to and from 
the plateau”. It is also noted that the “dispersed historic settlement pattern and network 
of narrow lanes (several of which are partially sunken)” across the LCA creates a sense of 
historic integrity, which is also sensitive to development. Overall this LCA has a “moderate 
sensitivity to change”. 

4.9.33 Suggested Landscape Planning Guidelines include: 

• “Conserve the rural character of the area. 

• Ensure that any new development responds to historic settlement pattern, 

A typical view across the farmland plateau
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especially scale and density, and that use of materials, and especially colour, is 
appropriate to the local landscape character; such development should be well 
integrated with the surrounding landscape… “

4.9.34 Suggested Land Management Guidelines include: 

• “Strengthen and enhance hedgerows with hawthorn where gappy and depleted. 

• Enhance existing landscape character by avoidance of further conifer planting; and

• Conserve historic lanes and unimproved roadside verges...”

B13 Rayne Farmland Plateau

4.9.35 The Rayne Farmland Plateau overs the southern portion of the study area. Key characteristics 
include:

• “Irregular field pattern of mainly medium and large arable fields, marked by sinuous 
fragmented hedges and ditches, 

• Many small woods and copses provide structure and edges in the landscape. 

• Scattered settlement pattern, with a few small hamlets. 

• A concentration of isolated farmsteads, some with moats. 

• A comprehensive network of rural lanes and Public Rights of Way”.

4.9.36 The supporting text notes: 

“The Rayne Farmland Plateau is an area of gently rolling hills with wide flat tops and valleys 
covered by predominantly medium to large arable fields interspersed with small grass 
paddocks and pasture used for grazing horses. The farmland plateau is located west of 
Braintree with its southern boundary abutting the A120. The area is cut into by two small 
narrow river valleys with small narrow meandering streams which exaggerate the landscape 
slopes. Away from the valleys, there are long distance wide views over the large fields with the 
field boundaries generally delineated by hedges, which are often gappy and fragmented. The 
hedgerows vary in height from low well trimmed to tall with lots of hedgerow trees across the 
whole area. Some of the fields were only bound by ditches creating a very open view. On the 
valley slopes the fields are smaller and the views more channeled by the topography of the 
land and the higher density of trees. 

The valley floors are dominated by wet meadows marshes and woodland which create con 
strained views. In the open view south west of Stebbing lies Andrewsfield airstrip with a large 
grey hanger and several light aircraft adjacent to the grass runway. Several small, often linear 
settlement are scattered across the landscape concentrated in the eastern and western 
extents of the area dominated by 20th century brick houses. Variety and interest is provided 
by the presence of occasional local vernacular buildings with timber-frames, colour wash and 
thatched roofs and isolated farmsteads, some of which have moats. There is an overall sense 
of tranquillity throughout the area away from the A120 and Braintree with a comprehensive 
network of quiet rural lanes and byways winding through the landscape.

4.9.37 Visual Characteristics: 

• “The circular tower of Bardfield Saling Church and the Andrewsfield airstrip form 
the key landmarks within the views across the farmland plateau. 

• The views on the tops of the hills are generally open to panoramic depending on 
the heights and density of the surrounding trees and hedgerows. 

• Views along the valley corridors are generally constrained or channeled depending 
on the frequency and density of trees.” 

4.9.38 In terms of historic land use, it is noted that LCA B13 is dominated by “pre - 18th century 
irregular fields, probably of medieval origin and some maybe even older, interspersed by 
what is categorised as ‘mixed origin’ fields”  Historic landscape features mentioned include 
small parks and some ancient woodland, as well as, Andrews Field World War II airfield.

Key planning and land management issues relevant to built development are noted as: 

• Potential for erection of new farm buildings on the open farmland, which would be 
conspicuous on the skyline. 

• Potential residential expansion of villages, would be conspicuous on the skyline.

• Potential further decline in condition of field boundaries through further agricultural 
intensification.

4.9.39 Sensitivities to Change within the LCA are moderate to high and relate to its sensitive key 
characteristics and landscape elements which include:

• “Many small woods and copses and a mosaic of wet meadows, marshes and 
woodland along the valley floors, sensitive to changes in land management.  

• The comprehensive network of quiet rural lanes and byways, which cross the 
landscape, sensitive to potential increased traffic flow, associated with new 
development.  

• The skyline of the valley slopes, sensitive to new development that may be visible 
within views across and along the valleys. 

• The sense of historic integrity, resulting from a dispersed historic settlement 
pattern (with isolated farms, moated sites and small hamlets strung out along 
linear greens, several of which are visible today) and extensive enclosed meadow 
pastures along both river valleys”.  

4.9.40 Landscape planning guidelines are suggested for LCA B13. Relevant to new built development 
are: 

• “Consider the visual impact of new residential development and farm buildings 
upon the farmland plateau. 

• Maintain cross-valley views and characteristic views across the farmland. 

• Ensure new development within the farmland is small-scale, responding to historic 
settlement pattern, landscape setting and locally distinctive building styles”.

4.9.41 Land management guidelines for LCA B11 are suggested as: 

• “Conserve and enhance the existing hedgerow pattern, and strengthen through 
planting where appropriate to local landscape character. 

• Conserve and manage areas of ancient and semi-natural woodland as important 
historical landscape and nature conservation features. 

• Conserve and manage the ecological structure of woodland, copses and hedges 
within the character area. 

• Conserve and promote the use of building materials, which are in keeping with 
local vernacular/landscape character”.



View east across Andrewsfield Airfield
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