
 

 

Well, they're in! 
A Big Thank You 

To all 115 of you who completed the residents’ survey  
A fantastic result for villages of our size. 
So what do you think?  

v You really value the peace and quiet of the countryside 
v The sense of community you feel in the Salings 
v You don’t like noise,  
v Speeding traffic 
v The absence of a pub and shop 
v Slow broadband and poor mobile signals 

 
The top facilities you value:-s 

v Andrewsfield (two thirds of you value this very highly) 
v Millennium Hall 
v Playing field and the new play area 
v Our local churches (95% of you valued them highly or very highly). 

 
When asked what words or phrases you would like to use to describe the Salings 
in 15 years’ time, the top five answers paint a picture you said :- 
 

Its safe, friendly, tranquil locality with a village feel, conserving natural habitats. 
Was what you would like. 
 
Over 90% of you wanted to protect the historic and natural environments of the Salings. 
 
Including its wildlife and woodlands, as much as possible, and its views over open 

countryside. 
 
Housing 
We are not surprised by the results. The views on the future of the Salings and new 
housing provision are more nuanced. When asked how the Salings should evolve over 
the next 15 years:-  
 

v 40% of residents wanted no change 
v while 22% wanted limited expansion - to allow our younger generation to stay 

being one of the key reasons quoted.  
v The majority of those favouring limited development wanted this done in a tasteful 

way ensuring the character of the villages were not compromised.  
 
This is reflected in the view on whether there is enough housing currently in the Salings 
to meet our needs –  

v 57% of you thought there was 
v 36% thought a few more houses were needed 
v 5% a lot more.  

 
In terms of type of housing, all three options offered –  
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social/affordable housing, private housing, and specialised housing for the elderly - were 
rated fairly or very important by over 65% of respondents. 
 
West of Braintree 
We asked one question about the proposed West of Braintree development, and here 
your views were unanimous. We made two statements on this, and asked whether you 
agreed or disagreed. The statements were: 
• ‘There should be substantial 'buffer strips' between this proposed development and the 

Salings to preserve our heritage and wildlife’; and 
• ‘The Salings should be protected from the additional traffic the proposed development 

would generate’ 
94% of you strongly agreed with both statements. 
 
82 of you gave additional comments on the proposed West of Braintree development. 
Nearly all were either against the development (‘it’s in the wrong place’) or wanted 
measures in place to protect the Salings’ heritage and ensure proper infrastructure was in 
place. There was also scepticism about the ‘garden communities’ concept –  
Respondents thought it would become a dormitory suburb of Braintree. 
 
What is next? 
 
Over the next few months The Salings Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group will now use 
the results of the survey together with commissioning professional independent 
consultants to prepare detailed technical reports which will enable us to start forming the 
policies that will form the basis of the draft Neighbourhood Plan. These will be paid for by 
a grant which we are applying for now. 
 
We will keep you updated as the Plan progresses through the Parish Magazine, our 
website:- www.thesalings-no.co.uk or look out for posts on the Saling Magazine 
Facebook page from us. 
Plus from time to time we will invite you to community events which we ask you to 
support, where you will find out more information. 
In the meantime if you feel you can help in any small way please contact us either:- 
Via Ms Cathy Carlisle. Clerk to GTSPC on 01440 731964 
Or  
Email:- thesalings-neighbourhoodplan@outlook.com 
We welcome suggestions and your views. 
 
We would once again like to thank you all for your valued comments and opinions 
contained within the surveys'  

The Salings NeighbourhoodPlan Steering Group 
 

 


