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Braintree District Council received more than 3,000 
comments as part of our draft local plan consultation 
process last summer – making it the largest planning 
consultation the Council has ever held. Thank you to 
all those who responded to our consultation  
- we received 3101 comments in total.
Following the consultation we are now considering 
all the comments and redrafting the document to 
take account of public comments.  
The pre-submission document will then go to 
Braintree District Council’s Full Council meeting on 
June 5 for consideration and if approved the final public consultation period will 
begin – from there it will be submitted to the Planning Inspector later this year.

THE CONSULTATION DOCUMENT WILL BE IN TWO SECTIONS:

To receive further correspondence electronically and for more 
information please contact Planning Policy on  

localplan@braintree.gov.uk or call 01376 552525

PART 1
The Strategic plan for North Essex 
which is shared with Colchester & 
Tendring to provide a strategic vision 
of growth throughout North Essex 
including the Garden Communities. 

PART 2
Relates to sites for development, 
housing, employment, regeneration 
etc within Braintree District.

GARDEN 
COMMUNITIES
Councils in Braintree, Colchester  
and Tendring alongside Essex 
County Council are continuing to 
explore the potential of creating 
three new garden community 
settlements as  set out in the 
preferred option Local Plan.
 To support this work we are have 
commissioned two specialist 
companies Aecom and David Lock 
Associates to undertake further 
detailed studies of the area including  
discussions with stakeholders such 
as utility providers and bodies like 
the Environment Agency. They 
have also undertaken community 
events, and this work will continue 
through the year. Please look out for 
our dedicated North Essex Garden 
Communities website coming soon.

LORD KERSLAKE REVIEW
To support the progress of the Garden 
Community project, the councils 
commissioned Sir Bob Kerslake, one of 
the countries leading housing experts 
to undertake a review of the project to 
date, and set out where further work 
was required.
His team commended the scale of 
ambition and strength of co-operation 
between the councils in developing the 
proposed Garden Communities.
Leader of the Council Graham Butland 
said; “They (Lord Kerslake and his team) 
have identified a number of helpful 

issues and confirmed our view that 
the early delivery of infrastructure and 
Government support are essential to 
the project’s success.
It is important for residents and 
businesses of this part of North Essex 
that we get this right at this early stage. 
This is a view that all local Council 
Leaders share.”
A link to the full Lord Kerslake Review 
can be found  
www.braintree.gov.uk/
negckerslakereport

A sustainability appraisal will accompany each document and these  
will also be subject to consultation.

www.braintree.gov.uk/negckerslakereport


EVIDENCE BASE
In order to support and help shape the new Local Plan, a significant number 
of documents referred to collectively as the Local Authorities Evidence Base 
are being produced and updated. 

This is in line with National Guidance which says that each planning 
authority should ensure that the Local Plan is based on adequate, 
up-to-date and relevant information about the economic, social and 
environmental characteristics and prospects of the area. In order to make 
sure that the Local Plan is right, the Council has commissioned a number of 
evidence base documents to make sure that homes, employment, retail and 
other requirements are identified and met and that areas of environmental 
importance are protected. 

Examples of studies within the evidence base are things like population 
trends, assessments of the landscape, the local housing market and the 
impact on traffic among many others. Some of the evidence we need 
impacts on an area wider than the district and in these cases the Council 
works with other local authorities to consider issues which have a wider 
impact. Over the next few months the evidence base will be completed  
and published. 

All the evidence base documents can be found on our website at:  
www.braintree.gov.uk/lpevidencebase

THE NEXT STEPS
Revisions to detailed policies following 
consultation are being considered by 
the Local Plan Sub Committee and this 
is ongoing until May 2017.
• On June 5th 2017 the pre-submission  
 plan will be considered by Braintree  
 District Council’s Full Council.
• There will be a six week public  
 consultation in June & July 2017 of  
 both Part 1 & 2 of the Local Plan as  
 well as other relevant documents.
• In early Autumn 2017 it is anticipated  
 that the submission draft will be  
 sent to the Planning Inspector for  
 consideration.
• The document is scheduled for  
 adoption in 2018. 
Our timetable can be viewed at:  
www.braintree.gov.uk/timetable

KEEP UP-TO-DATE: 
www.braintree.gov.uk/newlp Information about the new  

Local Plan and how we have arrived at this point
www.braintree.gov.uk/lpsub Reports on the new Local Plan  

will be taken to the Local Plan Sub-committee

DID YOU KNOW?
You can watch all our Local 

Plan, Planning, Cabinet and Full 
Council meetings online.  
To view the webcast visit  

www.braintree.gov.uk/webcast

‘ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME’  
A120 CONSULTATION LAUNCHES

Essex County Council is 
encouraging residents to 
take advantage of a  
‘once-in-a-lifetime’ 
opportunity to improve the 
A120 in Essex and boost the 
local economy.

An eight-week public consultation 
launched in January 2017 into 
five alternatives for a new dual 
carriageway link for the A120 
between Braintree and the A12.

The five options have been picked for 
consultation following an in-depth 
analysis of nearly 70 separate routes.

Drivers, residents, businesses  
and other interested parties can 
make their views known by filling out 
the survey online at  
www.a120essex.co.uk

A12 CHELMSFORD 
TO A120 WIDENING 
SCHEME
Highways England has begun its 
consultation and would like your feedback 
on their proposals. You can view full 
details and have your say via  
www.roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/
a12-chelmsford-to-a120-widening-scheme/
They expect to announce the preferred 
route for the scheme in summer 2017.

www.a120essex.co.uk
www.roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/a12-chelmsford-to-a120-widening-scheme/
www.braintree.gov.uk/lpevidencebase
www.braintree.gov.uk/timetable
www.braintree.gov.uk/webcast
www.braintree.gov.uk/newlp
www.braintree.gov.uk/lpsub

